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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Warren Bennis, a former Harvard professor is considered by many to 
be the father of leadership. He spent time in the study of why certain 
individuals become leaders. A famous quote from his is, “Leadership is the 
capacity to translate vision into reality.” 

Altoona’s schools are full of visionary leaders. You can look down any 
hallway in our schools and you will see leader teachers, leader support 
staff members, leader administrators, and leader students. This leadership 
flourishes because we have, and have had, profound leadership in our 
board room. We have board members who excel in their awareness of 

the processes of education, who know the value of honesty and integrity and who know the 
importance of building relationships. 

It is not often that boards of any sort are recognized for their achievements; but our board has 
been. The April issue of the American School Board Journal focuses on high achieving boards 
across the country. Eighteen boards in the United States are recognized and awarded their prize, 
a Magna Award. For the award, schools were categorized by population, under 5,000 enrollment, 
5,000-20,000 enrollment and over 20,000 enrollment. 

Altoona was awarded a First Place Magna Award in the under 5,000 enrollment category for its 
past and present efforts that focus on equity in education. The focus of our board’s efforts for 
this prize was its work on endorsing and supporting a program to reduce the frequency of the 
need to seclude or restrain students who were acting out in some way that disrupted their own 
education as well as that of others. Over the past few years the board has worked with teacher 
leaders and administrators to develop what we call Think Tanks in our schools. 

These Think Tanks are areas of the school where students can go and continue their education 
and not be disruptive to others. To become well-functioning environments, the board worked 
hard to develop the actual spaces within our elementary, intermediate, and middle schools. 
While working on the building plans for the elementary school and the remodel plans for 
the intermediate and middle schools, our school board approved the development of spaces 
that would work for our new Think Tanks. To make these spaces work best, the board and our 
educators planned ways to centralize the staff that work with these students so that there are 
always educators available to work when a student behavioral crisis occurs. 

The results of our Think Tanks have been remarkable. The amount of seclusions and restraints 
has gone down dramatically and the overall achievement of our students has correspondingly 
gone up. 

This is the program that got the attention of the American School Board Journal. We are proud 
of the Altoona School Board for being one of only eighteen schools in the nation and the only 
Wisconsin school to receive a Magna Award in 2019. Hats off to our board members for a well-
deserved recognition of their hard and dedicated work!

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Walsh

Interim Superintendent

by Dr. Ronald J. Walsh, Interim Superintendent

School District of Altoona

RAILS REVIEW
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CARE CLOSET OPENS TO HELP STUDENTS WITH BASIC NEEDS

The School District Care Closet opened 
in October 2018. The Care Closet offers 
clothing, hygiene items, and a food pantry 
to meet the need of  any student enrolled 
in the district. Clothing is available for 
students in kindergarten through high 
school, and food is sent home on Fridays. 
During the school year, 
through June, the Care 
Closet is open the first 
Wednesday of every 
month from 8:30 a.m-
11:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Shout Outs:  We have 
two shout outs this 
month.  We would like 
to thank the Elementary 
PTO for collecting peanut 
butter, toilet paper, and socks at their 
Elementary Spring Dance on April 12th 
to support our Care Closet.  Secondly, we 
would like to thank Bryce Rothwell, owner 

by Cheri Bresina, Alternative Education Teacher

of Not Just Closets, and Nancy Rothwell, 
owner of Straighten-Up Organizing, LLC 
for transforming, designing, and installing 
shelving at the Care Closet. Thank you!!! 

The Care Closet is located in the former 
district office at 701 7th Street West, 
just south of the Altoona High School.  

Students or families can 
contact their child’s teacher 
or guidance counselor to 
make arrangements to visit 
the Care Closet or come visit 
on the first Wednesday of 
the month.  Donations can be 
dropped off at the high school 
office with Cheri’s name on 
it or call 715-839-6031 ext. 
469 to set up a time to meet 
at the Care Closet. Additional 

donation questions can be sent to Cheri 
Bresina at cbresina@altoona.k12.wi.us or 
Jen Robertson jrobertson@altoona.k12.
wi.us. 

Take a look at our current list of needs. 
We appreciate your help in providing for 
the kids in our school community. 

• Shorts: sizes youth to adult
• Spring jackets: sizes youth to adult
• Socks
• Shaving Cream
• Razors

Thank you for your support.

The Altoona Class of 2019 
Graduation Ceremony will take 
place on Friday, May 24, 2019, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Altoona 
High School gymnasium. All 
parents, guardians, family 
members, and community 
members are invited to attend 
this special ceremony as we 
welcome the newest Altoona 
Railroader Alumni. 

Questions regarding graduation should be directed to Ms. 
Michelle Mitch in the high school office. She can be reached at 
mmitch@altoona.k12.wi.us or (715) 839-6031 ext. 400.

READY TO DONATE?
If you’ve got something to 
donate to the Care Closet, 

feel free to drop it off 
at the high school office 

labeled with Cheri’s name. 
Thanks in advance for your 

support.

GRADUATION 2019
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by Dan Peggs, Acting High School Principal

This spring, I have had the 
honor and privilege of serving 
as the acting high school 
principal in Altoona. As a “kind 
of outsider” coming into AHS, 
I have a unique perspective of 
some of the remarkable feats 
occurring in our school. Let me 
tell you, there is something 
special about AHS and I cannot 
wait to see where the next 
year will take them all. Here 
are just a few notes from 
my short time as principal at 
Altoona High School:

PASSIONATE STAFF
Let me tell you something that 
you probably already know: 
Altoona High School students 
are in great hands. Starting 
on day one, I quickly learned 
of the passion our staff has 

for teaching and learning. 
Our staff are quick to provide 
solutions to ongoing problems, 
eager to try new and 
innovative teaching strategies, 
and experienced enough to 
guide our students through 
their most trying challenges 
as teens. Most exceptional is 
the fact that our high school 
staff set the bar high for our 
students to excel. Please help 
me in thanking our teachers 
and staff for all they do for 
our students: send an email, 
write a note, share a positive 
Facebook post, or simply say, 
“Hi.” They’ve earned it. 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
During my short, but 
enjoyable, tenure as acting 
high school principal I learned 

of an active student body that 
is eager make the most of their 
high school experience. During 
a March school assembly, I 
was thrilled to hear of all that 
has happened during just the 
winter months: from DECA 
going to state, to flourishing 
boys and girls hockey teams, 
to a growing wrestling 
program, to a high-performing 
Locomotion season, a 
celebrated basketball season, 
and a decorated forensics 
team. Not to mention our very 
own Wisconsin Poetry Out 
Loud, state champion, Daeja 
Loew! Congratulations to all!

PRIDE
Finally, I want to continue the 
work of those before me in 
expressing my excitement to 

see the pride in our school and 
students expanding to new 
heights. Our passionate staff, 
dedicated student body, new 
leadership, and new facilities 
(including the new Oakleaf 
Stadium!) will solidify our 
place as the best high school 
in West-central Wisconsin.  In 
recent weeks, I have heard 
Altoona being described as a 
“sleeping giant.” Spoiler alert… 
We are awakening. Hold on 
Rails, this is going to be epic! 
Certainly the new Oakleaf 
Stadium will add to this 
growing feeling of Railroader 
pride and I cannot wait to 
celebrate with you all as we 
kick-off our fall sports season. 

Go Rails!

INSIGHT FROM AN “OUTSIDER”

As of May 1, we have had 11 canceled school days and 3 late starts. Late starts are generally not made up for K-12 as long as the 
minimum required hours of instruction are met.  

WEATHER DAYS MAKE-UP PLAN AS OF MAY 1, 2019

MAKE-UP DAYS FOR 4K:
Late starts do need to be made up for 4K since 
they lose the entire day on a late start. 4K has a 
short half-day schedule for four days per week 
and they quickly do not meet the minimum 
required hours of instruction, as defined by the 
Department of Public Instruction, when days are 
missed.
4K students will make-up days as follows:

• MARCH - Friday, March 22
• APRIL - Fridays: April 5, 12, 26;

Mondays: April 22
• MAY - Fridays: May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Last day of school for grades K-3: Friday, June 7 with dismissal at 11:30 a.m.
Last day of school for grades 4-5: Friday, June 7 with dismissal at 3:35 p.m.

Last day of school for grades 6-12 Wednesday, June 12 with dismissal at 12:35 p.m.

Special thank you to the fabulous crew responsible for cleaning up our parking lots, walkways, and grounds one snow 
mess after another! It was a winter we won’t forget, and we’re grateful for your dedication to keeping us safe.
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Photos from top clockwise: Cloverbelt Honor Choir and Band 
participants,  Dorian Honor Choir participants, Locomotion 
competition, Wisconsin All State Treble and Bass Clef Choir 
participants

Photos opposite page: moments from the 20th Anniversary 
Locopalooza Show Choir event on January 26

This has been an exciting year for the 
High School Choirs. With more students 
entering the program, we have had 
new successes in our performances 
throughout the year.  

In January, we had five students chosen 
to participate in the Wisconsin All State 
Treble and Bass Clef Choirs. These 
students traveled with Mr. Ranek to 
Appleton to work with special guest 
conductors and perform a special concert 
in the Lawrence Conservatory Chapel.

We also had eight students chosen to 
participate in the Dorian Honor Choir at 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. These 
students worked with the Luther College 
professors to prepare music for a concert 
with one of the largest honor choirs in the 
entire country.

Ten choir students were selected to 
participate in the Cloverbelt Honor Choir 
held in Greenwood this year. These 
students performed in a concert with 
other selected band and choir students 
from our conference.

ALTOONA HIGH SCHOOL CHOIRS
by Justin Ranek, High School Choral Director

This year Locomotion competed at seven 
competitions. They were held at Colby, 
Eau Claire Memorial, La Crosse Logan, 
Monona Grove, Bishop Heelan in Sioux 
City, Iowa, and Holmen.  We started off 
the year winning the best crew award at 
the Colby competition, and made it to 
finals for the first time in several years at 
the Bishop Heelan competition. We took 
fifth place overall, which was a lot of fun 
for our students.  

Locomotion and In Training also hosted 
the 20th Annual Locopalooza Show Choir 
Invitation and featured some Altoona 
Show Choir Alums as part of a special 
group that performed at Locopalooza. 
This group christened themselves “Train 
Wreck”, and received a warm reception 
from the audience. 

This summer is also our Quadrennial 
New York Choir Tour. Thirty-three choir 
students will be traveling to New York 
City this June to perform in Carnegie Hall 
as part of a Masterworks Festival Chorus 
under the direction of Kirby Shaw. Our 

students will be world premiering an 
original composition by Kirby and Markita 
Shaw. While in New York, our students 
will also be touring the World Trade 
Center Museum and Memorial, the Statue 
of Liberty, Radio City Music Hall, as well as 
seeing Broadway shows including Mean 
Girls, Dear Evan Hanson, and Wicked.  
This tour is an amazing opportunity for 
our students and we can’t wait to share 
our experiences with you next fall.

This year has been full of opportunities 
for our students and I continue to see 
amazing things in the future for our 
district and our students.  Thank you for 
your continued support.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALTOONA CALENDAR FOR 2019/20
Stu's: Tchr's:

August September October 0 4 Aug

M T W TH F M T W TH F M T W TH F 20 20 Sept

LD 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 22 23 Oct

9 10 11 12 13 7 8 9 10 11 16 18 Nov

12 13 14 15 16 16 17 18 19 20 14 15 16 17 18 15 15 Dec

19 20 21 22 23 23 24 25 2 27 21 22 23 24 25 21 22 Jan

26 27 28 29 30 30 28 29 30 31 19 20 Feb

17 17 Mar

November December January 21 21 Apr

M T W TH F M T W TH F M T W TH F 20 20 May

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 5 5 June

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 6 7 8 9 10 NA 3 Holidays

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 13 14 15 16 17 NA 2 Prep Days *

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 20 21 22 23 24 176 190

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30 31

*Prep Days = 2 day worked 7/1-9/2

February March April

M T W TH F M T W TH F M T W TH F Teacher Inservice, Aug 26-29

2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 First Student Day, Sept 3

3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 6 7 8 9 10 Early Release Day/No School PM, Oct 24

10 11 12 13 14 16 17 18 19 20 13 14 15 16 17 No School, Oct 25

17 18 19 20 21 23 24 25 26 27 20 21 22 23 24 Inservice/No School, Nov 25-26

24 25 26 27 28 30 31 27 28 29 30 Thanksgiving Break, Nov 27-29

Winter Break, Dec 23-Jan 1

May June Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Release Day/No School PM, Jan 23

M T W TH F M T W TH F    Oct 22 (evening) / Oct 24 (afternoon/evening) Inservice/No School, Jan 24

1 1 2 3 4 5    Feb 25 (evening) / Feb 27 (afternoon/evening) Early Release Day/No School PM,  Feb 27

4 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 11 12  (Teachers work two evenings in Oct and No School, Feb 28

11 12 13 14 15  Feb to equal one-day in each month) Spring Break, March 23-27

18 19 20 21 22 Early Release Day/No School PM, Apr 9

MD 26 27 28 29 Early Release/No School PM: Spring Break, April 10
Oct 24, Jan 23, Feb 27, Apr 9, June 5 Memorial Day, May 25

Inclement Weather Days: This calendar includes 3 "snow" days.  June 8-9 Graduation, May 29

are designated as make-up days in the event an additional day(s) is needed. Qtr End Dates: 11/1, 1/23, 4/3, 6/5 Last Student Day/No School PM, June 5

Last Teacher Day, June 5

ADOPTED:  1/21/19

2019-2020 SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
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BIRD HOUSES, MANDALA SAND PAINTING, AND MORE
by Terri Hanson, Acting Middle School Principal

Spring has arrived at AMS, and the learning opportunities and 
experiences for the middle school students continue to stretch 
and develop their thinking and their talents. The students and 
staff have continued to pursue the school goal of creating a 
positive impact, not only within the school walls, but in the 
community as well.  

The 7th and 8th grade students have been involved in an  
important community partnership with the City of Altoona. 8th 
grade students have used the design process in the Fab Lab to 
design and build birdhouses (photo below). These birdhouses 
will be painted in art class and placed in River Prairie.  After 
studying the architect Frank Lloyd Wright, 7th and 8th grade 
students designed, built, and painted birdhouses replicating this 
famous style. These birdhouses will be placed along the walking 
paths of River Prairie. Currently, the 7th and 8th graders are 
designing and crafting toad houses from clay that will be placed 
along the stream in the park as well. These opportunities have 
been available for our students through the partnership of Bill 
Steinke, Tom Burgraff, Jeff Ballentine, Joann Walker, as well as 
Mike Golat and the City of Altoona. Don’t forget to look for these 
this spring in River Prairie!

As the winter season wrapped up, so to did the Forensic season. 
The AMS Forensic Team had a total of 38 members in Grades 
6-8.  Despite the snow cancellations and rescheduling, these 22
groups participated in three forensic meets and a Parent Night to
entertain everyone with their amazing skills.

A group of 6th graders went to UW-Eau Claire to witness the 
Mandala Sand Painting (photos below). These students had the 
opportunity to witness one of the most sacred traditions of the 
monk artists.  Along with watching the giant sun mandala being 
created with sand, the students were also able to learn about 
the Tibetan traditions, beliefs, music, and dance traditions.

As an enrichment opportunity offered during AMS’s intervention 
period, 21 eighth graders prepared National History Day projects 
for regional competition at the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire 
on March 7. This year’s theme was tragedy and triumph; students 
could present their thesis and arguments with a performance, 
documentary, website, paper, or exhibit.

370 students in the area were competing for 27 slots to go to 
the state competition on April 7; Altoona claimed 4 of those 
spots, plus an alternate: Henry Pecha and Sam Peterson for their 
documentary entitled Game Over: The Video Industry Crash of 
1983, Michelle Laporte for her documentary entitled The Mass 
Execution of the Dakota 38, Ben Bain for his historical paper 
entitled From Diplomacy to Destruction: The Assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, Sophia Gonstead and Danielle Loesel 
for their performance Remember the Alamo!, and Leah Saeger 
and Kennedy Trippler for being alternates with their documentary 
entitled Clara Barton: Angel of the Battlefield.

In addition to the students pictures in the regional photo to the 
left, an additional 6 students prepared their projects for the 
Maker’s Fair on April 25.

Spring is a busy time in our schools.  Don’t forget to check 
the calendars and messages about upcoming events.  

Our students will continue to influence our school and 
community with their talent and achievements.
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color packet and much more! Every 
$25 you earn, then you will get one 
ticket to put in the prize drawing.  
You can win bicycles, kayaks, Fitbits, 
paddleboards and more! 

Hope you have fun!

Have you ever 
wondered about 
our school’s PTO 
Color Run?  The 
next one will be 
on May 17th, 
2019. Everyone 
at AIS and AMS 
participates 

as a celebration of another great 
school year.  All money raised helps 
with school field trips, educational 
speakers, lunch bunches, technology, 
and much, much more.

I know all about it because I was there 
when it happened in 2017!  Let me 
tell you about it. It was the day of the 
2017 Color Run, and everyone was 
super excited! I could hear people 
yelling and screaming about how 
fun it was going to be. When they 
were counting down for you to start 
running, all of the parents and families 
were watching.

After everyone ran and got all full 
of color, it was time for the COLOR 
EXPLOSION! So they all huddled 
up and had their color packets 
ready, and they counted down.  

THE ALTOONA COLOR RUN 2019

5….4…..3….2…..1…. EXPLODE!  
Everyone threw their packets and 
color exploded all over the place!  
They all started cheering and they 
had so much color in their hair and 
on their shirts!  After they did the 
explosion, they got to get one snow 
cone each. They also rubbed some of 
the color off of them so they wouldn’t 
get color all over their parents (etc) 
car.  

The Color Run was really fun! You guys 
should go this year. If you raise more 
then $25 you can get a free t-shirt, a 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL UPDATES
At the Altoona Intermediate School, we have been busy, busy, busy!  Please enjoy the below articles, detailing news from 
our school, written by our students. -Andrea Steffan, Intermediate Principal

I MADE IT TO ELLIS ISLAND!!!

by McKenna, 5th grade

by Ryan, 4th grade

The Ellis Island Simulation was a great success.  We had 
to make it through several checkpoints in order to make 
it through.  It was so hard, but I made it through! This 
experience helped us learn more about an immigrant’s 
journey to America. 

We had a 1st person point of view of what life was like 
for an immigrant going through Ellis Island and some of 
the moments immigrants experienced.  Some things that 
were tough is that you had to pass a medical inspection.  

Sometimes we did not speak the same language as people at checkpoints or as 
the doctors,  so communication was hard.  When they asked questions about 
our backgrounds and citizenship, it was difficult.  I had to go back three times.  
But in the end, I was lucky and made it into America.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALTOONA ENGAGE • EQUIP • EMPOWER
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THERAPY DOGS VISIT ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
by Tara Betlach, Elementary Principal

The Altoona Elementary School has 
been busy engaging, equipping, and 
empowering our students to be the best 
they can be. Our staff works relentlessly 
to guide and support each student and 
their individual needs. One of the ways 
we do that is offering not only academic 
support, but social and emotional support 
as well. 

This year we are fortunate to have two 
therapy dogs in our building, Jerry and 

Willow. The therapy dogs are owned by 
two of our staff members, Vicki Howell 
and Beth Revello, who volunteer their 
time to meet with students. Both staff 
members and their dogs went through 
extensive training to be certified therapy 
dogs. Jerry and Willow are certified by 
Therapy Dogs International. 

After receiving permission from students’ 
parents/guardians, students were 
scheduled to spend time with Jerry and 

Willow. Students chose to either read to 
the dogs, walk them, or just sit near them. 
Both dogs have brought comfort and 
joy to not just the 30 students who are 
scheduled with them, but for many others 
students who cross their paths during the 
day.

We would like to thank Vicki and Beth, 
and all our community members for 
supporting our school and our students. 
We couldn’t do it without you!

A Foot-Stompin’  
Good Time  
at the AES 

Family Dance & Rodeo
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Dear Parents:

You are invited to participate in the Altoona School District 4K Program, our collaborative, community-based four year old 
kindergarten program, for the 2019-2020 school year. Altoona 4K is an enriched, play-based program designed to prepare 
your child for their educational career. We provide an enriched curriculum that provides school readiness skills and school 
expectations. We know that our children learn best through play and provide age appropriate activities in cognitive and pre-
math skills, social-emotional, adaptive, literacy and language, and motor development. Our 4K program is a half day program 
(morning and afternoon options) that runs Monday-Thursday. It’s a program designed for all children who live in the Altoona 
School District and who will be four years old by September 1, 2019. Four year old children who have been accepted for open 
enrollment will also be eligible to participate. The Altoona School District 4K program is provided at no cost. Transportation 
options are available.

The 2019-2020 Altoona 4K program is offered at five community sites: 
• Little Star Daycare, 2245 Hayden Avenue
• Western Dairyland Head Start/Altoona Early Education Center, 1314 North Hillcrest Parkway
• St. Mary’s Elementary School, 1828 Lynn Avenue
• The Little School House of Altoona, 2328 North Hillcrest Parkway
• Little Minds Matter, 3085 Meadowlark Lane

A brief description of our 4K site options is provided on our webpage!

4K Enrollment is completed online. Please visit our website at www.altoona.k12.wi.us to complete the necessary paperwork. 
If you do not have access to a computer, we will have some available at the elementary school.

• Original Birth Certificate (we verify the information and return it to you)
• Proof of Residency – (mortgage documents or utility bill with your name and address on it)
• Immunization form (only required if your child received their vaccinations from a different state)
• Other important documents if applicable (IEP, court documentation, etc.)

Please bring the above listed forms  to the Altoona Elementary School Office, located at 157 Bartlett Avenue, between the 
hours of 7:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., before Friday, May 31, to complete the enrollment process. 

We encourage you to take advantage of Altoona 4K If you have questions, please contact Laura Trachsel, Altoona 4K 
Coordinator, at: ltrachsel@altoona.k12.wi.us. Please pass this information on to others who may not have received it. We 
want all Altoona families with four year olds to be aware of this exciting opportunity!

Sincerely, 
Laura Trachsel

ONLINE 4K ENROLLMENT OPEN NOW!

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALTOONA ENGAGE • EQUIP • EMPOWER

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
has stated that ten states in the U.S. 
are currently reporting active measles 
cases. Measles is a viral infection that 
causes symptoms of fever, cough, rash, 
and sore eyes, and can lead to serious 
complications. 

The Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) 
vaccine provides the best protection 
against this disease, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to encourage 
families to be sure their immunizations 
are up to date. Two doses of the MMR 
vaccine are needed with the first dose 
generally given to children around 9 
to 15 months of age, and the second 
dose before entering school at 4-6 

MEASLES 
by Anita Schubring, RN, School District Nurse

years old. You may check your child’s 
immunization record by logging on to 
the Wisconsin Immunization Registry 
(WIR) at www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
immunization/wir.htm. Your local 
health department or family health 
care provider may also have your child’s 
immunization record. 

Waivers to the school requirements 
for immunizations are available 
for religious, health, and personal 
conviction reasons, however, in the 
event of an outbreak of measles, 
students with waivers may be excluded 
from school until the outbreak is 
declared over. Thank you for your 
consideration and caring.
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2019 CLOVERBELT SCHOLARS
Seniors, Emily Johnson and Justin Lau are our 2019 Cloverbelt 
Scholars! Emily and Justin were selected based partly on their 
GPA and participation in academic and leadership activities. 
The students each chose an educator for special recognition. 
Emily chose high school teacher, Erin Lynnes and Justin chose, 
high school teacher, Jeff McLain. They were all honored at the 
Cloverbelt Scholar Banquet in April.

NATIONAL POETRY OUT LOUD 
COMPETITION

On March 9th, Daeja Loew 
competed for the second year 
in a row at the State Poetry 
Out Loud Competition in 
Madison, improving upon last 
year’s 2nd place finish, being 
crowned state champion this 
year. She was awarded a cash 
prize of $200 and Altoona High 
School received $500 to spend 
on poetry resources.  Daeja is 
one of over 300,000 students 
who participated in this poetry 
recitation program this year. 

53 competitors advanced to the national competition which 
is scheduled for April 29th - May 1st.  The National Champion 
will be awarded $20,000, with runners up receiving $10,000 
and $5000. Poetry Out Loud is a national poetry recitation 
competition powered by the National Endowment for the Arts 
and the Poetry Foundation. The agency encourages high school 
students to learn about poetry through memorization and 
recitation while also helping students master public speaking 
skills, boost their self confidence and learn about literary history, 
according to their website.

The contest starts at the classroom level, where winners are 
selected to advance to a school-wide competition. From there, 
students head to regional and state competitions. Only one — 
the champion — moves past the state competition. Daeja is 
the 2nd Altoona student in the past three years to represent 
Wisconsin at Nationals. 

At the national competition, Daeja competed in the first two 
rounds and finished in the top 9 in her semifinal. As a result, she 
also competed in round three. She should be incredibly proud of 
her herself and all her hard work, the entire school sure is!

CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Sixth grade teacher, Shannon Camlek was named the first 
recipient of the Altoona’s Got Heart Award. The award was 
inspired by Mrs. Camlek and her courageous battle with cancer 
and will be given out annually to citizens “embodying the 
Altoona Spirit by being a model 
of courage, compassion and 
kindness while always putting 
others firsts, even in the face of 
adversity.”

The award was presented in April 
as part of the State of Altoona 
address to the Eau Claire Area 
Chamber of Commerce’ Eggs 
& Issues. Congratulations, Mrs. 
Camlek!

ALTOONA’S GOT HEART AWARD

Long-time Altoona Middle School teacher, Scott Thiel, is one 
of just seven teachers in our CESA 10 region to receive a 2019 
Teacher Fellowship Award from the Herb Kohl Educational 
Foundation. 

Teacher fellowships, currently $6,000 per teacher, are awarded 
to 100 Wisconsin educators in grades pre-K through 12. In 
addition to their award, each fellow’s school also receives a 
grant of $6,000. Educators are chosen for their superior ability 
to inspire a love of learning in their students and ability to 
motivate others, and for their leadership and service within and 
outside the classroom. The Kohl Foundation Scholarship and 
Fellowship program was established by Herb Kohl, philanthropist 
and businessman, in 1990. To date the foundation has awarded 
$17.8 million to Wisconsin educators, principals, students, and 
schools. Acting Middle School Principal, Terri Hanson, said, 
“Scott is an incredible asset to our school district.  He is a rare 
teacher who can combine his passion and depth of knowledge 
for science in a way that drives students to work their hardest 
and succeed.  His vision inspires all students in a life-changing 
way!”  And from students, Natalie and Leah, “Mr. Thiel knows 
everything!  We know that 
he is very knowledgeable, 
and he really gets into what 
he is teaching.  He is strict, 
but he is also nice. We know 
that he cares about us and is 
passionate about teaching.”

Scott was honored at an award 
luncheon on Sunday, March 31.

Congratulations, Mr. Thiel!

TEACHER FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Altoona High School

2019
Spring Athletic Schedule

Schedules are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information, check out our 
Activities Calendar found on our school website!

Athletic Schedules
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TEACHER FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Altoona High School

2019 
Spring Athletic Schedule

Schedules are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information, check out our 
Activities Calendar found on our school website!

Athletic Schedules



Varsity 
All bold/red are HOME games at Cinder City Park. 

04/30 4:30pm  @ Stanley-Boyd High School
05/02 5:00pm  @ McDonell
05/03 4:30pm Regis
05/06 4:00pm  @ Fall Creek
05/07 4:30pm Fall Creek
05/09 5:00pm Cadott
05/10 5:00pm  @ Osseo-Fairchild High School
05/13 5:00pm  @ Prescott High School
05/14 5:00pm Thorp 
05/16 5:00pm Menomonie
05/17 5:00pm  @ Somerset High School
05/21 5:00pm Bloomer

Regionals - May 23, 28, 29
Sectionals - June 4
State - June 11, 12, 13

JV 
All bold/red are HOME games at Cinder City Park.
04/29 5:00pm  Fall Creek
04/30 5:00 pm Loyal 
05/07 6:00pm  Fall Creek 
05/16 5:00pm  Menomonie

Altoona High School
2019 Spring Athletic Schedule

Varsity
All bold/red are HOME games played at the Eau Claire Soccer 
Park, Bollinger Field #3.

04/29 5:00pm Hayward
05/02 5:00pm Melrose-Mindoro 

@ G-E-T
05/06 5:00pm Medford
05/09 5:00pm @ Phillips Logger Camp
05/11 10:00am Triangular 

@ Mauston High School
05/14 5:00pm @ Arcadia High School
05/17 4:30pm @ Amery High School
05/18 11:00am @ Spooner High School
05/21 4:30pm @ Casper Park 

vs. Regis/McDonell
05/23 5:00pm Arcadia

Regionals - May 28-June 1
Sectionals - June 6, 8
State - June 13, 14, 15

04/29 4:15pm @ Amery High School
04/30 4:15pm @ New Richmond High School
05/02 4:15pm Ellsworth 
05/03 12:00pm Tournament @ New Richmond
05/06 3:00pm Touenament @ Eau Claire North
05/09 4:15pm @ Regis High School
05/11 10:00am Tournament @ Wausau East
05/13 4:15pm Ashland
05/14 9:00am Tournament @ New Richmond 
05/18 9:00am Home Tournament 

Ellsworth, Medford,
Schaeffer Academy

05/20 9:00am Tournamet @ Baldwin-Woodville

Subsectionals - May 20-21
Sectionals - May 22-23
Individual State - May 30-31, June 1
Team State - June 7,8

Tue 04/30  4:00pm  @ Bloomer High School
Thu 05/02 4:00pm  @ Colfax High School
Tue 05/07 4:00pm  @ Memorial High School - Eau Claire
Fri 05/10 4:30pm  @Cadott High School
Tue 05/14 4:00pm  @ Cadott High School (Conference Championship)
Mon 05/20 3:45pm  @Bloomer High School

Regionals - May 20
Sectionals - May 23
State - May 31-June 1

BASEBALL

GIRLS SOCCER

TRACK

BOYS TENNIS
All bold/red are HOME meets @ 10th Street Park.

Schedules are subject to change. For the most up-to-date information,
check out our Calendar found on our school website.

Athletic Schedules

Varsity 
All bold/red are HOME games at Cinder City Park.

04/30 4:00pm  @ Stanley-Boyd (DH)
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05/03 4:30pm Regis (DH)
05/07 4:00pm Fall Creek (DH)
05/09 5:00pm Cadott
05/10 5:00pm  @ Osseo-Fairchild
05/11 11:00am Altoona Triangular

Elk Mound & Prescott
05/14 5:00pm Thorp
05/16 4:30pm Medford

Regionals - May 16, 21 & 23
Sectionals - May 28, 30
State - June 6, 7, 8

JV 
All bold/red are HOME games at Cinder City Park.
04/29  5:00pm Chi-Hi
05/16  6:00pm Medford
05/18  9:00am  @ Gilman Invite

SOFTBALL

04/29 4:00pm @ Lake Wissota Golf Course
TBD 4:00pm @ Osseo Golf Club
04/30	 4:00pm	 @ Marshfield Country Club
05/02 8:45am @ Northern Bay Resort 

The Castle Course
05/06 2:00pm @ Eau Claire Golf & Country Club
05/07 4:30pm @ Meadowview Golf Course
05/09 4:30pm @ Black River Golf Club - Medford
05/11 10:00am @ Whispering Pines Golf Course
05/14 9:00am @ Skyline Golf Course
05/22 9:00am @ Whispering Pines Golf Course

Regionals - May 21, 22
Sectionals - May 28, 29
State - June 3, 4

BOYS GOLF

FOLLOW US

#GORAILS
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ONLINE REGISTRATION & PHYSICAL INFORMATION

2019-20 Athletic Code Meetings

Middle School
Monday, June 3rd 6:30 PM
Altoona High School Gym 
Students entering grades 6-8 and at least one 
parent and/or guardian must attend.

High School
Monday, June 10th, 6:30 PM
Altoona High School Gym
Students entering grades 9-12 and at least one 
parent and/or guardian must attend. Following 
the meeting, Head Coaches of Fall Sports will
have a brief 2019 season meeting.

Before	Student-Athletes	are	allowed	to	participate,	they	must	have	an	updated	physical	on	file	
n our AD Department and have the online registration completed.  Physicals can be uploaded 
during	the	online	registartion	procss	or	emailed/faxed	to	Mrs.	Upward’s	office.	Also,	physicals	
expire two years from the examination date. If you have questions regarding a physical or the 
online registration process, please contact Mrs. Upward in the Athletics & Activties Department. 

Elissa Upward
eupward@altoona.k12.wi.us
715-839-6031 ext. 416
Fax: 715-839-7334

Upcoming Events

Online Registration

GIRLS SOCCER
5/2  4:00  @ Delong 3
5/7  4:00  Delong 3

Altoona Elementary
5/14 4:15 @ Chippewa
5/20 4:30 @ Regis
5/28 4:00 @ Northstar
6/4 4:00   Delong 1 

Altoona Elementary
6/6 4:00   @ Delong 2

BOYS TENNIS
4/23  3:45        @ Delong 3     
4/30  3:45        Delong 4   
5/7   3:45          @ Regis        
5/13 4:00         @ Menomonie 

UW-Stout Tennis Courts
5/14 3:45        Delong 5   
5/16 3:45        @ South       
5/21  3:45       Delong 2   
5/28  3:45       Delong 1   
5/30  3:45         Northstar    
6/3    3:45         Menomonie   
6/4   3:45         @ Northstar 

TRACK Meets start at 4:00 PM
4/29 @ Chippewa Falls  
5/2 @ Fall Creek 
5/6 @ Menomonie HS
5/9 @ Regis
5/9 @ Northstar
5/14 @ DelongM
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Online Registration for the 2019-20 
School Year will open July 1, 2019!
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ECA STARS HOCKEY 
ECA Stars finished the season with a 19-6 Record and fell to the State Runner-up 
Hudson in the Sectional Final.  Having the second best overall record in the  
program’s history, the team was ranked 6th in the State’s final rankings and look 
to once again be a strong contender in the state in 2020.

ALUMNI NEWS
Kristi Springer (2017 
Altoona Graduate) 
competed in the NCAA DII 
National Indoor Track meet 
in Pittsburg, Kansas March 
8th & 9th. Kristi qualified 
for the National Track 
Meet with a Jump of 12.08 
meters (39’8 inches which 
is also the new Winona 
State Indoor Record) going 
into the national meet 
Kristi was ranked Number 
20 of 20 jumpers. 

At Nationals Kristi placed 
14th out of 20th jumpers 
with a jump of 11.95 
meters (39’2.5 inches) the 
winning jump was 42.5 
inches.

DANCE TEAM
The competition team performed at several events 
this year, which many of you saw during our home 
basketball games! Congrats to Morgan Waters in 
performing at State this year!

CLOVERBELT SCHOLAR ATHLETES
Congratulations to Seniors Jake Nelson and 
Emma Mickelson on being chosen as Altoona’s 
Cloverbelt Scholar Athletes. Both attended the 
awards banquet on Wednesday, April 3rd at 
Gilman High School.

RAW WRESTLING
Congratulations to the RAW Wrestlers in a great 
season! Shout out to Garret Steffen for moving 
on to Sectionals this year!

WIAA SCHOLAR ATHLETES
Jakob Meyer and Sydney Presler have been named 
Altoona High School’s 2019 WIAA Scholar Athletes. 
Both will receive medals from the WIAA at the 
school’s awards ceremony in May. To qualify for 
WIAA Scholar Athlete recognition, a nominee must 
have earned at least four varsity letters through 
the first half of his/her senior year and must have 
a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on 
a 4.0 scale.

CLOVERBELT ALL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS
Boys Basketball: Evan Moss (2nd Team)
Jake Nelson (Honorable Mention) 
Girls Basketball: Kayla Wiggins (1st Team)
Averie Varsho (2nd Team)

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ALTOONA ENGAGE • EQUIP • EMPOWER

ONLINE REGISTRATION & PHYSICAL INFORMATION
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School Year will open July 1, 2019!



The current football field will be reconstructed with synthetic turf and expanded to also 
include a regulation size soccer field. The stadium will include an elevated “home” grandstand 
with seating for 1173 spectators, as well as additional seating on the other side of the field to 
provide space for “away” fans with additional seating for 500.

This plan also includes fixes and updates to the press box as well as a new scoreboard with 
a video option should the upgrade be desired. In addition to the field area, there will be 
a new plaza that includes an entrance and the addition of a new multi-use concession/
restroom/storage building. The complex will also include a new track that will accommodate 
meets, with 8 curricular lanes and 9 sprint lanes. The shot put and discus area will be moved 
and provide additional space for events. These upgrades will also provide the district the 
opportunity to host various home events, WIAA competitions, and offer another venue for 
community events.

A capital campaign has raised nearly a million dollars to date for this project through private 
donations. To fund the remaining balance the school district has an option to seek additional 
financing through borrowing and additional fundraising efforts. The repayment of this 
borrowing would involve making room in the current operational budget without an increase 
to the overall bottom line.  Therefore, it wouldn’t result in an added increase to the taxpayer. 

ALTOONA SPORTS COMPLEX UPDATE

It is official!  The Altoona Sports Complex 
renovation project is now a reality.  With 
Prevea Health sponsoring the $75,000 
scoreboard, we have hit the $1,000,000 
fundraising mark set forth as a Board 
Resolution on February 20, 2017.  While 
this project has been discussed since I 
arrived in July of 2014, likely even before 
that, the process officially began in the 
fall of 2016 with an initial meeting with 
Rettler Corp.  They listened to our needs 
assessment and used their 30 years 
of experience on hundreds of similar 
projects to come up with a proposed plan.  
Over the course of several meetings, we 
were able to arrive at a final layout that 
we are comfortable with to meet our 
needs.

Bids for the various divisions were 
approved by the Board on March 18, 
2019.  Pricing was favorable, so we were 
able to fit all of our alternative bids and 
remain under budget.  The artificial turf 
will be an upgraded blend of fibers that 
will grant us improved durability as well 
as truer ball play for soccer.  It will also 
contain thatch that will better hold the 
infill in place for reduced maintenance, 
and allow for better cleat release thereby 
reducing the chance of knee injuries.  The 
biggest addition will be a shock pad under 
the turf that will improve concussion 
prevention over standard turf.  Beyond 
that, we will able to close in under the 
visitor bleachers to give us additional 
storage.  The CCF Depot will have a longer 

lasting metal roof that will add a nice pop 
of color.

This complex will not increase the local 
property tax burden.  This was important 
to us from the beginning of discussions.  
The project will be financed through 
Fund 38, which is a non-referendum debt 
repayment tool.  State statute allows 
Districts to finance up to $1,000,000 
through this fund.  It also allows a District 
to exceed this amount, our project 
cost is $3,200,000, by running a 30-day 
petition period.  We used that exception 
and our period was last November and 
December. Repayment funds will come 
from a combination of the donations from 
our partners as well as transfers from the 
General Fund.  When the District ran the 
construction referendum five years ago, 
to reduce the tax impact, we committed 
to transfer $400,000 from the General 
Fund to debt service for five years.  The 
repayment of that debt was structured to 
reflect that annual contribution.  18-19 
is the last year of that commitment, so 
a portion of those funds that we were 
annually using for that purpose can now 
go to the retiring of the Altoona Sports 
Complex debt.  The timing is perfect.

This project would not be reality without 
the generous commitments from our 
partners.  The first was $250,000 by CCF 
Bank back in October of 2017.  That was 
followed by our own Altoona Athletic 
Boosters’ $50,000 a few months later.  
OakLeaf received Complex naming rights 

by Michael Markgren, School District of Altoona Business Manager

with their sponsorship of $547,500 (and 
counting).  Market & Johnson granted 
an in-kind donation of $75,000 to 
oversee the construction of the project.  
Prevea Health put us over the top with 
their $75,000.  We have also received 
donations from the class of 2017 - $1,100, 
class of 2018 - $1,000, Altoona Youth 
Softball & Baseball - $1,000, and the 
Altoona VFW Post 10405 - $500.

The field is scheduled to be completed by 
the first football game of 2019.  We will 
have a track and field facility for the first 
in nearly 20 years.  The band will be able 
to practice on it.  Our Physical Education 
classes will be able to use it.  This will be a 
community project of which we can all be 
proud!  #railroaderpride

Thank you for your continued support 
of this investment in our school and our 
community. 

SPORTS COMPLEX OVERVIEW
The $3 million project includes: 

• New synthetic turf dual
football/soccer field

• 8 lane track with 9 sprint
lanes

• High jump, pole vault,
long/triple jump, shot put
and discus facilities

• 1,673 capacity bleachers
• Entrance plaza and ticket

area
• Concessions, restrooms,

and storage space



CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
You can keep an eye on all the Oakleaf Stadium construction excitement from your 
own computer. Check out the web cam linked to the construction site by visiting 
http://bit.ly/2LcgciC. A new images is loaded every ten seconds so be sure to keep 
refreshing your screen.

Thank you for your commitment to the 
future of our schools and our community. 
All donations are appreciated. Your 
contribution is tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent of the law.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU TO SUPPORT  
OUR RAILROADERS STADIUM RENOVATION

These improvements will make Altoona’s campus a destination 
that our students, families and community can be proud of.  

Will you help support our vision?

TRACK SPONSOR • $100,000 
Naming Rights - Name/Logo Displayed on Track

FIELD LOGO • $50,000
Turf Field - Name/Logo Displayed on Sidelines

GRANDSTAND • $50,000
Naming Rights - Name/Logo Displayed on Grandstand

PRESS BOX • $50,000
Naming Rights - Name/Logo Displayed on Press Box

Donations of $499 and under are accepted and greatly apprecaited 
with recognition given in print materials when appropriate.

DONOR OPPORTUNITIES
All naming opportunities are subject to school board policy and approval of the School District of 
Altoona Board of Education. Unless otherwise stated, naming rights are perpetual until the facilities 
require replacement. The Naming opportunities and gift levels are subject to availability and subject 
to change. Donations of $500 or more will be recognized.

DONOR PLAQUE
Donor Name Recognition on Plaque Prominently 
Displayed at Stadium 

Platinum Level • $25,000-$49,999
Gold Level • $10,000-$24,999
Silver Level • $5,000-$9,999
Bronze Level • $1,000-$4,999
Railroader Level • $500-$999

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

PLEDGE FORM
We wish to invest in our community 

through a gift to the School District of 
Altoona Athletic Campus Redevelopment 

Project. 

Pledges can be mailed to:
School District of Altoona

Attn: Sports Complex
1903 Bartlett Ave, Altoona, WI 54720

Contribution amount: $_______________

GIVING OPTIONS
 � I wish to have all of my contribution

go toward the School District
of Altoona Athletic Campus 
Redevelopment Project.

 � I wish to have this contribution
support a Naming Opportunity (see
box to the left)

 � Track
 � Field Logo
 � Grandstand
 � Press Box

 � I wish to have this contribution
recognized with a Donor Plaque
(see box to the left for levels of 
recognition).

RECOGNITION
 � I wish to remain anonymous. Please

do not publish my name as a donor.
 � I wish to have my name(s) listed as:

____________________________
 � This contribution is in honor of:

____________________________
 � This contribution is in memory of:

____________________________
 � My company, _________________

____________, will match this gift.

Your name(s): ____________________
Name as it should appear in publications 
(PLEASE PRINT): __________________ 
________________________________
Email: __________________________
Signature:  _______________________
Date: ___________________________



SPRING • 201918

My name is Tara Bellomy and I am the 
Family Engagement Liaison for the Altoona 
School District. In this article, I hope to 
share a little about my role in the district 
and to spread the word about resources 
available for you and your family.

What is a Family Engagement Liaison? 
As a liaison, I help families and educators 
work together to make the special 
education process run as smoothly as 
possible. Communication is the key to 
good working relationships, and my 
job is to help parents of students with 
special needs find the tools to equip 
you, so that you can help your child 
succeed. Sometimes it can be hard to find 
information and other times you might 
not even know what to look for. I can help 
you find the resources you need when 
questions or challenges arise.

As a parent of a child with specials needs, 
I am aware of the many questions that 
may come up in the course of navigating 
the Special Education system. I am 
here for your benefit - as a resource 
for information and to support you and 
your child as they strive to reach their 
educational goals. My role is to help 
families and educators work together 
in a positive way to make the special 
education process run seamlessly. I 
strongly believe that you are your child’s 
greatest advocate.

We have several informational 
resources available to parents. On 
our Facebook page, you will find 
area trainings on a variety of special 
needs topics and information posted 
frequently (www.facebook.com/groups/

AltoonaSpecialParents/). We also have 
a Family Resource Guide available to 
parents as a paper copy in the Pupil 
Services Office or as a PDF on the Altoona 
School District website (www.altoona.
k12.wi.us/parents/AltoonaSchools-
FamilyResourceGuide080217.pdf). The 
resource guide gives a detailed and 
organized view into the many resources 
available to special needs families in 
the Chippewa Valley, such as programs, 
camps, trainings, and activities. The 
Resource Guide was recently updated and 
should be available to parents soon.

As a Family Engagement Liaison, I am also 
working to bring trainings that will be of 
interest to parents in the school district.  
Last year, we had an ‘IEP and Pizza’ event 
where parents were able to come and 

have dinner with their children, and 
listen to a speaker present on the new 
IEP development process, as well as ask 
any questions they might have. I am 
hoping to do more of these trainings 
in the upcoming future. If you have a 
topic you would like to hear more about, 
please let me know. 

Feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions or need informational 
resources: tbellomy@altoona.k12.wi.us.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FAMILY ENGAGEMENT LIAISON
by Tara Bellomy, Family Engagement Liaison

SCHOOL BOARD CONTACTS

Railroader Family 
Resource Guide
A guide covering education, 
assistance and support for 
all children with disabilities. 
The guide is available on our 
website or by stopping by 
the Pupil Services Office. 

Questions regarding special 
education can be directed to 
Alan McCutcheon, Director 
of Special Education and 
Pupil Services via email 
amccutcheon@altoona.k12.
wi.us or by calling 715-839-
6031 ext. 311.

Robin Elvig, relvig@altoona.k12.wi.us
Rick Risler, rrisler@altoona.k12.wi.us
David Rowe, drowe@altoona.k12.wi.us
Dan Gluch, dgluch@altoona.k12.wi.us
Terry Neff, tneff@altoona.k12.wi.us
Sedona VanErt, Student Body Representative

For more information regarding policies, agendas, 
or general questions you may contact Joyce 
Orth, CAP, Executive Assistant/Board Secretary at 
jorth@altoona.k12.wi.us or by calling (715) 839-
6032 ext. 500.

The School District of Altoona uses the Wisconsin Education Career Access Net-
work (WECAN) website for the posting and accepting of applications for job 
openings. When the District has positions available, those openings may be found 
by accessing the WECAN website. All applications must be submitted via WECAN. 
The School District of Altoona does not accept unsolicited applications. Please do 
not send application materials unless applying for an open position. Unsolicited 
application materials will not be processed. www.altoona.k12.wi.us/district/em-
ployment.cfm

NOW HIRING: JOIN THE A-TEAM

NON-DISCRIMINATION The School District of Altoona is an equal opportunity employer. Personnel hiring and administration in the District 
are to be conducted so as not to discriminate against applicant or employee on the basis of age, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation, 
disability/ handicap, citizenship status, marital status, pregnancy, national origin, creed, color, political or religious affiliation, genetic 
information, ancestry, arrest or conviction record, military service, genetic information, use or nonuse of a lawful product off school 
premises during nonworking hours, declining to attend a meeting or participate in any communication about religious or political matters, or 
any other reason prohibited by state or federal law. Exceptions to this policy may only be made in accordance with state and federal laws.



MEET THE NEW LEADERS OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN ALTOONA!
On April 15th, the Altoona School Board approved the hiring of Steve Buss as our next middle school principal and Jim Reif as our next 
high school principal. Both principals will hit the ground running this summer and will be ready for students and staff this fall. Their 
leadership will help launch The School District of Altoona to be the school district of choice in West-Central Wisconsin!

MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Mr. Buss comes to us with a 
bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Wisconsin–La Crosse and a 
master’s degree from Cardinal Stritch 
University. He brings nearly 16 years of 
administrative experience as a building 
principal and assistant principal, over 25 
years of military experience as a soldier 
and guardsman, and three years of 

teaching experience as a physical education teacher. Mr. Buss is a 
community-oriented professional, who is not afraid to “get in the 
trenches” with staff and students. Welcome to Altoona, Mr. Buss!

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Mr. Reif comes to us with a bachelor’s 
degree from Michigan Technological 
University and two master’s degrees from 
National Louis University and The University 
of Texas–Arlington. He brings nearly five 
years of administrative experience as a 
building principal and associate principal, 
and 18 years of teaching experience as 
a high school biology and mathematics 

teacher. Mr. Reif has a proven track record of creating a positive 
school culture and increasing student achievement in his former 
positions. Welcome to Altoona, Mr. Reif!
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DAN PEGGS NAMED AS SUPERINTENDENT
by Robin Elvig, School Board President

“You have a gem in your midst!” 
This is a description made by a 
community member about our 
newly hired superintendent, Mr. 
Dan Peggs. Mr. Peggs will begin 
his contract as superintendent in 
July. His name may sound familiar 
as he is currently Altoona’s 
acting high school principal. Even 
though Mr. Peggs is a current 
employee, he had to endure the 

same rigorous screening, evaluations, and multiple interviews as 
the other superintendent candidates.

The search process for our next district leader began with 
the school board hiring a highly recommended, experienced 
superintendent search firm called School Exec Connect. 

• School Exec Connect initially met with stakeholders
(community members and parents, the mayor and city
administrator, students, staff, and school administrators) to
gather input about the district. They also asked about the
desired characteristics people would like to see in the next
superintendent.

• From the responses, School Exec Connect created a
Superintendent Profile for the Altoona School District.
The profile was used to help recruit and evaluate
superintendent candidates that would noticeably be in line
with our community’s values.

• For two months, School Exec Connect advertised
for, recruited, and thoroughly vetted superintendent
candidates.

• From a pool of 26 applicants, School Exec Connect
presented a select group of 7 highly qualified
superintendent applicants to the school board.

• Over several days, the school board conducted interviews

with the 7 candidates. We used the Superintendent Profile 
for the Altoona School District to guide us in developing 
the interview questions and evaluating the candidates’ 
responses.

• The school board then narrowed the candidate pool to 3
finalists. It was important to the school board to try to get
to know these final candidates as well as possible before
making our final decision. The school board, along with Mike
Markgren (business manager) and Joyce Orth (executive
assistant to the superintendent), spent three evenings
getting more acquainted with the individual candidates.
We treated each finalist and his spouse to dinner at Za51 –
one candidate at a time. This allowed us to further assess
relationship skills and interact with each of the candidates in
a more casual atmosphere.

• On February 8, during the height of the polar vortex, the
candidates had their last set of interviews. School Exec
Connect orchestrated an entire day of interviews for the
3 gentlemen: with staff, students, administrators, and
community members. While these groups weren’t charged
with making a recommendation or decision, they were
given forms on which to input the candidate’s strengths
and weaknesses. They also had the opportunity to suggest
follow-up questions to later be asked by the school board.
School Exec Connect delivered these forms to the school
board for their review.

• After assessing the feedback noted on the forms that
evening, the school board conducted their final interviews.

When the involved hiring process came to an end, it was evident 
to the school board that Dan Peggs would be the best fit for 
leading the Altoona School District. He is a young leader who has 
all of the attributes identified as desirable by our community, 
staff, and students. Dr. Ron Walsh, our interim superintendent 
this year, has already begun mentoring Dan for his future 
position. Please welcome and congratulate Mr. Dan Peggs!
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Proud to be a Railroader!

SUMMER PROGRAMMING 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Session 1 (K-8): June 17-28
Monday-Friday, 8:30-1:00

Registration Deadline: June 1 (or when classes are full)

Session 2 (K-8): July 8-26
Monday-Friday, 8:30-1:00 

Registration Deadline: June 28 (or when classes are full) 

www.altoona.k12.wi.us/parents/summer-programs/summer-rails




