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Important Upcoming 
Dates

January 1 – No School

January 22 – Early Release Day
11:30 a.m. Dismissal

January 25 – Semester 2 begins

February 4 – Report Cards 
will be sent home 

in students’ folders

Happy New Year AES Families!

I believe we are all excited to 
start a new year and forget 
about most things that 
happened this past year, but 
here is something I won’t forget 
about 2020. I will not forget 
how your children demonstrated 
perseverance and resilience with 
the changes schools had to 
make. I will not forget that your 
children were still able to learn 
and grow socially and 
academically. I will not forget 
hearing their happy voices and 
giggles as I walked around the 
building and visited classrooms. 
Honestly, it’s been an amazing 
experience to watch and learn 
from them on how to be flexible 
and take things day by day. They 
are truly incredible little human 
beings!

Thank you for supporting your 
children, our school, and our 
community. Wishing you and 
yours a happy, healthy, and 
abundant 2021!

Tara Betlach
Principal



4K News
Hello from 4K! Over the past few weeks we have been reading 
different versions of the Gingerbread Man. We compared and 
contrasted different characters and what happens to that 
speedy cookie at the end. Some favorites were the Gingerbread 
Girl and the Gingerbread Baby. We also worked on talking about 
things that we did in the past with details so when we tell a story 
about ourselves, we can have fun conversations. Since we came 
back from Thanksgiving Break we worked on a number of the 
day. We talked about what numbers are for: Counting! The 
children practiced writing, making the number with bingo dotters 
and counting different objects. There were so many fun ways to 
play in our classrooms with numbers! We wish you all a happy 
Winter Break!



Kindergarten News
This month in Kindergarten, we have been busy! 
Students listened to and worked on retelling 
familiar stories, such as Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, The Three Little Pigs, The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff, and The Gingerbread Man. 
Kindergarteners have been learning about the 
characters, the setting, and the refrain of these 
fun stories!

In math, we have been learning about 2D 
shapes and measurement! Students have 
practiced using circles, squares, triangles, 
rectangles, trapezoids, hexagons, and the 
rhombus.

Along with all these fun learning topics, we have 
been doing lots of holiday fun:  making giant 
Santa Clauses and fireplaces in the classroom, 
along with gingerbread activities all around!



News from 1st Grade
First Grade students had fun with their ELA unit all about 
Fairy Tales during the month of December. Students heard 
many different versions of traditional fairy tales and 
compared how they were alike and different using Venn 
Diagrams. They also filled out graphic organizers of story 
elements to recall the events of stories, such as characters, 
setting, beginning, middle, and end. First graders wrapped 
up this unit in a delicious way, by making gingerbread houses 
after hearing many variations of “The Gingerbread Man.” A 
great time was had by all!



2nd Grade News
Have you ever heard the story of Goldilocks 
and The Three Bears? You may not realize 
that it is a folktale that has been passed 
down from generation to generation. Is there 
a lesson to be learned from that story?

Second graders are learning about 
folktales. Folktales include different types of 
stories such as fairy tales, tall tales, myths, 
legends, pourquoi stories, and 
fables. Currently, second graders are 
reading fables. These are short stories that 
teach a life lesson or moral. These stories 
often include personification, such as 
animals that talk and act like people. In 
addition, second graders are analyzing 
characters’ behaviors and their character 
traits. Many fables include a trickster and a 
fool. Students are also identifying the morals 
in the fables that are shared and discussing 
how to apply them to their own lives. Besides 
comparing and contrasting different versions 
of the same folktale, students are 
determining story elements.

We         to read!



News from 3rd Grade

Third graders have been busy reading and analyzing the
writer’s craft and structure of nonfiction texts about weather
and climate. They have been analyzing the use of text features
such as the table of contents, headings, sub-headings,
captions, bold words, diagrams, photographs, text boxes,
glossaries, and indexes and how these features enhance the
text itself. The features help us search for and use
information. This is an important skill in third grade as the focus
is transitioning from learning to read to reading to learn!

The students carried this knowledge over to the Writer’s
Workshop part of our day, where they created an “expert
book”. The students had to choose a topic that they know a lot
about and write a book to teach their friends about that
particular topic. Some expert topics included spiders,
Christmas decorating, great white sharks, cats, baking, being a
bus helper, and a variety of much, much more. Third graders
used Google slides to create a book with a cover, table of
contents, introduction, at least 3 chapters, photographs, a
conclusion, glossary, and an about the author page. Some
students even used other features like cations, maps,
diagrams, sub-headings, text boxes and more. The slides were
printed in color and turned into their very own book! The
students shared their books with their peers in hopes of
sparking an interest for their friends. The kids are very proud
of their creations!

Expert, Expert, Read All About It



News from Music 

In a "normal" school year, AES
students take a deep dive into
different aspects of The
Nutcracker. This year not all
students have music in the
month of December so I took
the chance to create an
interactive room all about The
Nutcracker! In this room
students will learn about the
ballet, watch clips, and even
join on playing some of the
music. Click here to check it
out!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQkoPruzTBdYFxnr_mm8wIX5z0EeatOhpm5YGMCjd51w5-PrbZP8PCzeK58aIpgsLOwegW9JfZxFCCD/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=1000&slide=id.ga2c747e23f_0_5


What’s Happening in Art! 
Our Kindergarten classes are busy practicing their 
geometric shapes as they spend time as Junior Architects! 
We listened to the stories: Iggy Peck Architect, by Andrea 
Beaty, and If the Dinosaurs Came Back, by Bernard Most. 
The students then practiced making and drawing buildings 
made out of blocks, before drawing cityscapes and 
dinosaurs to live in them.

The First Graders have been studying post-impressionist 
painter Vincent Van Gogh. After learning about his style of 
painting and listening to the book Camille and the 
Sunflowers, by Laurence Anholt, the students painted 
their own Van Gogh inspired paintings. They used bright 
colors, thick paint, and visible brushstrokes, to create their 
nature-inspired sunflower paintings. 

Our Second Grade classes have been hard at work 
learning a little about African Tribal Art as they make their 
own paper tribal-style masks. After they spent time 
designing their masks in pencil, they were able to build 
their masks with cut paper. The students focused on the 
ideas of Symmetry and Neutral Colors, all the while 
demonstrating their paper cutting, good quality 
craftsmanship, and collage work. Once the mask and 
details were put together, the students had an opportunity 
to add accents in raffia, beads, feathers, and paint. 

The Third Grade classes have been very excited to learn 
about glass sculptor Dale Chihuly, and create a sculpture 
inspired by his work. First they learned about this inspiring 
American pioneer of glass blowing arts, then, they were 
able to create fun and colorful sculptures of their own. 
Using wood, sharpies, polystyrene plastic (shrink-dink 
plastic sheets), and a craft heat gun, the students were 
able to create 3- Dimensional projects that look like 
delicate colored glass sculptures.
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