
Newsletter

Altoona Elementary School

Important Dates
Feb. 11

100TH Day of 
School

Celebrations

Feb. 12
PTO Meeting 4:00

Feb. 19 & 21
Parent-Teacher

Conferences

Feb. 21
Early Release Day-

**11:30**

Feb. 22
No School

Principal’s
Message

Dear Altoona Families,

At Altoona Elementary School our 
staff is committed to engaging, 
equipping, and empowering your 
child to be their best selves.  One 
way we encourage this is by 
guiding students to take 
ownership of their learning.  We 
emphasize the importance of 
learning and how learning can help 
them now and in the future.

We would appreciate your support 
by having you talk with your child 
about the importance of learning 
as well.  Please see the Parent 
Pointers: Focusing on the 
Importance of Learning for ideas 
on how to do this.  Together, as a 
team, we can empower your child 
to be independent, confident 
students and citizens.

Sincerely,
Tara Betlach
Elementary Principal



Unfortunately Kwik Trip's Milk 
Moola program will be ending 

at the end of March. So please 
get all of your caps and strips 

you have collected to school by 
Thursday March 28th. The 

money raised has helped pay 
for Books in the Park and the 

Back to School Ice Cream 
Social. This income will be 

greatly missed.

The winter Box Tops contest is 
well under way. This contest 
period ends Friday, February 
22nd, so don't forget to turn 
them in to school. Thanks!

Ms. Scullion
Box Tops Coordinator

Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) is 
looking for board members for the 2019-2020 
school year. Positions available are President, 

Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. These 
positions are a rewarding way to volunteer at 

our school to make a difference. Here are a few 
ways they make a difference: purchasing 

additions to our playground, funding Books In 
the Park (free book giveaway throughout the 

summer), Family Learning Nights, and the End-
of-Year Carnival. If you are interested, please 

contact Ms. Lenberg at 
klenberg@altoona.k12.wi.us. 

Upcoming PTO Events
Feb. 12 - 4:00 p.m.
Next PTO Meeting

Feb. 18-21 
Book Fair – Open during 

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Save the Date!
April 12 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Family Dance

FEBRUARY

New to Altoona Elementary 
School! We will be offering 

an after-school club for 
Grades 1-3 in April into May 

from 2:50-3:45. We are 
excited to offer STEM 
activities, technology 

opportunities, and creative 
and cooperative play. Stay 

tuned for more information 
that will come home in your 

child’s folder.

mailto:klenberg@altoona.k12.wi.us


IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ!!

Your child's safety is our #1 priority. Therefore, at dismissal
time, we strive to ensure that your child follows their regular
after-school plans (i.e. getting on the bus, getting picked up,
or going to after-school care). Recently, we have had an
increased amount of parents calling to change plans right
before school dismisses. This creates safety concerns for your
child because teachers are unavailable to receive these
messages until after dismissal time.

We understand plans do change, so if your after-school plans
are different than normal you must write a note to your
child’s teacher in the morning.

If you need to talk to a teacher, the best time to call is
between 7:30 a.m. and 7:40 a.m. or 2:55 p.m. and 3:45 p.m.
If we receive phone calls other than the times mentioned,
you will be transferred to the teacher’s voicemail to
eliminate interruptions in instruction. Please note, that
teachers may not get time to check their voicemail or email
until after dismissal time at 2:50 p.m. If that’s the case
teachers will follow your child’s regular after-school plans.

The office can take messages in the case of an emergency 
only. Thank you for understanding and helping us ensure the 
safety of your child. 



4 Yr. Old Kindergarten

If your child will be attending our 4K program in the fall and you haven't signed them up yet, our 

enrollment system is ready and waiting for you at:

https://odyssey.altoona.k12.wi.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/skyenroll.w

If you have other children attending our district, please login to your Family Access account and click 

on the New Student Online Enrollment tab on the left side of the screen.

Please make sure you hit "SUBMIT" so we get your application. After the information is reviewed, you 

will receive an email from the elementary office with the final instructions for completing the process.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lisa Boss at 715-839-6050 ext 201 or 

email lboss@altoona.k12.wi.us.

Hello Families!

We have been busy in 4K! We just started a new thematic unit about Pets! We’ve been able to hear about all

the background knowledge our children have about pets -- we’ve discussed what we know about pets and

what we’d like to investigate during this unit. We will explore many aspects such as “What kinds of animals

are pets?” “What are some characteristics of pets?” “What do pets eat?” and “How do pets make us feel?”

Our classrooms are filled with different centers to play in, including the “Animal Hospital,” “the Veterinary

Clinic,” and “The Pet Store.”

Nursery Rhymes will also be big in our classrooms this month. We’ll have fun reading, singing, and acting

out both familiar and new rhymes. Nursery Rhymes have been used for many years to teach rhyming,

rhythm, and pre-reading skills. They are still just as important and fun today!

We learn so many skills from our classroom jobs. We learn responsibility, cooperation, patience, helpfulness

and kindness among others. Remember to ask your child what their job is each week!

Some of our 4K sites have hosted Family Literacy Nights. Thank you for attending those, we love to get to

know your family better. We hope you were able to learn a few new things as well.

We are looking forward to meeting again in February during Parent Teacher Conferences. Our students have

made so much growth the last few months and we’re very excited to share that with you.

Thank you for remembering to pack winter clothes with your child -- we do try to get outside as often as

possible, weather permitting. Our 4K students are becoming so independent in dressing and undressing for

recess!

Thanks for all you do!

Laura Trachsel, 4K Coordinator

https://odyssey.altoona.k12.wi.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/skyenroll.w
mailto:lboss@altoona.k12.wi.us


Kindergarten Happenings
Throughout the month of January the kindergarteners worked 
hard learning all about penguins and polar bears. While learning 
about these Arctic animals, the kids were also reading and 
learning all about non-fiction books. They used text features 
such as the table of contents, glossary, captions, etc. to research 
where these animals live, what they do to survive, what they 
eat, and much more. The kids really have fun with this unit! 

Look out for more fun to come in February as it will be the 100th

Day as well as Valentine’s Day!



News from 1st Grade

First Graders learned a lot about sound in Science. They
had fun doing experiments and making projects. To
learn more about vibrations, the kids made fun
instruments. We made guitars, shakers, and ones that
make noise when you blow in them. We tested how to
make loud noises and quiet noises and how pitches can
be high and low. It was a very noisy, but fun time!



2nd Grade News
Second graders have started a new unit called “On the Lookout for 

Information.” They’ve been exploring Earth’s oceans and the animals that 

inhabit them. It’s a fascinating topic for many students, especially for those 

who have never visited one!

Each student has chosen one animal from this habitat to focus on and 

learn more about. Through research in books and on an online resource 

called PebbleGo, they have gathered facts about this animal in order to 

write a report. The reports will be shared with their classmates and then 

displayed in the hallway. We’re very proud of their hard work!



3rd Grade News
Third grade is off to a great start in 2019! We have

been busy sharing stories about

Alexander. Alexander is a busy boy! We shared

many stories about Alexander including, Alexander

and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day,

Alexander Who Use to be Rich Last Sunday,

Alexander (Who’s not (Do You Hear Me? I Mean it!)

I’m Not Going to Move and Alexander Who’s Trying

His Best to be the Best Boy Ever. While reading

these books, we picked out special vocabulary

words to focus on and learn more about. We

specifically focused on story elements such as plot,

setting, problem and solution. We also used

prompts and questions to further analyze these
realistic fiction stories.

While reading about Alexander and analyzing these

fun realistic fiction stories, we were able to develop

some background knowledge about realistic

fiction. We then started brainstorming and

developing our own realistic fiction stories. We

developed a main character and setting and then

chose a problem and thought about how that

problem could be solved. We then focused in on

developing events that built up the suspense and

lead to a problem. Stories included a runaway dog,

a missed flight, forgotten Monster Truck Rally

tickets, among others. In the end, the problem was
solved and a lesson was learned in each story.

Third graders have also been working hard on using

multiple strategies to solve addition and subtraction

problems. Students are challenged to come up with

more than one strategy for solving these problems.

Third grade students’ math brains are growing

every day!



The R.A.I.L. program is offered by the Altoona School District for 
incoming Kindergarten through 8th grade students.  Children that 
live within the Altoona School District’s limits, or are currently open 
enrolled, are eligible to participate.  

We will have a RAIL K-4 program held at Altoona Elementary and
a RAIL 5-8 program held at Altoona Middle School. 

RAIL K-4 and RAIL 5-8 will run two sessions, Session 1, June 17-June 
28 and Session 2, July 8-July 26, Monday through Friday from 8:30-
1:00 p.m.  

There is no charge for Altoona School District students to attend 
RAIL however, donations for class supplies are accepted. Checks 
can be made out to the Altoona School District and dropped off 
at the Altoona Elementary office. 

Class offerings, descriptions and registration directions will be 
available on the Altoona School District website beginning April 
3rd. The registration deadline for session 1 is Friday, May 31st (or 
when classes are full). The deadline for session 2 is Thursday, June 
27th.

REGISTER EARLY! CLASSES FILL UP QUICKLY!
We reserve the right to change course offerings, teachers, or cancel the program based 

on enrollment.  

Grade is based on the upcoming school year.  

Age requirements are set to benefit the children and make instruction appropriate.  




