
January News
FROM

Altoona Elementary School

Important Dates
Jan. 2      School Resumes
Jan. 17    2nd Grade Folk Dance - 6 p.m.
Jan. 25    No School; Staff In-service

Principal’s Message:

Dear Altoona Families,

Can you believe how fast this year is going? 2019 is right around the corner! With 
the new year brings many special, upcoming events. On January 17th, the second 
graders will have the annual Folk Dance Night. There will be lots of laughing and 
dancing. In February, Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held during the third 
week. The staff will be excited to share the progress your child is making this 
year! 

Then in March, we will be hosting another Family Learning Night for our 2nd and 
3rd grade families. Our specialists will be hosting a Kindergarten specials night in 
March as well. We hope you can join us for these events.

Have a wonderful winter break!

Sincerely,
Tara Betlach
Elementary Principal



4 YR. OLD KINDERGARTEN

Dear Parents:

You are invited to participate in the Altoona School District 4K Program, our collaborative, community-based 
four year old kindergarten program, for the 2019-2020 school year. Altoona 4K is an enriched, play-based 
program designed to prepare your child for their educational career. We provide an enriched curriculum that 
provides school readiness skills and school expectations. We know that our children learn best through play 
and provide age appropriate activities in cognitive and pre-math skills, social-emotional, adaptive, literacy 
and language, and motor development. Our 4K program is a half day program (morning and afternoon 
options) that runs Monday-Thursday. It’s a program designed for all children who live in the Altoona School 
District and who will be four years old by September 1, 2019. Four year old children who have been accepted 
for open enrollment will also be eligible to participate. The Altoona School District 4K program is provided at 
no cost. Transportation options are available.

The 2019-2020 Altoona 4K program is offered at four community sites: 

Little Star Daycare, 2245 Hayden Avenue
Western Dairyland Head Start/Altoona Early Education Center, 1314 North Hillcrest Parkway
St. Mary’s Elementary School, 1828 Lynn Avenue 
The Little School House of Altoona, 2328 North Hillcrest Parkway

A brief description of our 4K site options is provided on the website.

4K Enrollment is completed online. Please visit our website at www.altoona.k12.wi.us to complete the 
necessary paperwork. If you do not have access to a computer, we will have some available at the 
elementary school.

In addition to enrolling online, we require the following forms:

Original Birth Certificate (we verify the information and return it to you)
Proof of Residency – (mortgage documents or utility bill with your name and address on it)
Immunization form (only required if your child received their vaccinations from a different state)
Other important documents if applicable (IEP, court documentation, etc.)

Please bring the above listed forms to the Altoona Elementary School Office, located at 157 Bartlett Avenue, 
between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 3:30 P.M., before Friday, May 31, to complete the enrollment process. 

We encourage you to take advantage of Altoona 4K. If you have questions, please contact Laura Trachsel, 
Altoona 4K Coordinator, at: ltrachsel@altoona.k12.wi.us. Please pass this information on to others who may 
not have received it. We want all Altoona families with four year olds to be aware of this exciting 
opportunity!

Sincerely,
Laura Trachsel
Laura Trachsel, Altoona 4K Coordinator 

Online 
Enrollment

Begins
January 1st,

2019

http://www.altoona.k12.wi.us/
mailto:ltrachsel@altoona.k12.wi.us


KINDERGARTEN

Polar Bears & Penguins
In the month of January

Kindergarten will be learning about 
Polar Bears and Penguins. We will 

focus on these NON-FICTION topics 
to teach about animals and their 

habitats. We will use resources such 
as Google, Pebble Go, Books, and 

videos. We want to find out: where 
they live, what they eat, what climate 
they live in and how they survive. We 

will also be using different types of 
graphic organizers as a class to 

organize the information learned. 
This is a really fun, interesting unit 
that is appropriate for the season. 
Be sure to ask your child what they

have learned about Polar Bears
and Penguins!



1ST GRADE

The first graders have 
been very busy these past 
few weeks! We have been 
reading various fairy tales 
learning about characters, 
setting, problem, solution 

and the lesson of the 
story. The students have 

been practicing a reader’s 
theater of a fairy tale for 
the past few weeks and 
will perform them for 

loved ones in each 
classroom the week of 

December 17th. 
Rehearsing lines, 

expression, actions, 
creating props, and 

backgrounds has been a 
great experience of 

teamwork. The children 
have had so much fun and 
are so excited for the big 
performance! Ask a first 
grader which fairy tale 
they performed in and 

who they were!



2ND GRADE
Have you ever been to the
Grand Canyon or wondered how
it was created? Second
graders have been learning all
about the “Work of Water” in
Mystery Science. Students
explored the strength of
water with rain and land to
explain how water causes a
canyon to form. They then
compared multiple solutions
for preventing erosion by
designing and testing ways to
keep water from washing away
a hill modeled out of
cornmeal.

Students developed the idea
that water is a powerful force
that reshapes the earth’s
surface. We built mountains
and witnessed what happens
when water runs down them to
create rivers, lakes and ponds.
We also learned about why
there is sand at the beach by
developing our own rivers and
boulders.



3RD GRADE

December has been a busy month for 3rd grade as we prepared for 
winter break. The students have been buzzing with excitement. We 
have had a great time learning, working on academics, and getting 
ready for the holiday season.

In writing, we finished and shared our nonfiction books.  It was fun 
to see what all the students thought they were an expert on and 
continue to develop their writing skills.  We have now begun writing 
and learning about realistic fiction, which we will be finishing after 
break.  

In math, we have been working on building our time telling skills as 
well as stretching our addition and subtraction strategies.  Your 3rd

grader should now be able to use different strategies to add and 
subtract three digit numbers.

We have been doing a lot with the infamous Alexander books in our 
writing workshop.  Yes, we are still using those because they are still 
so relatable to the kids today.  This allows us to talk about empathy, 
author’s craft, and so much more.

Our Mystery Science unit about climates sadly came to an end, and 
left us time to learn about different holidays as well as how 
Christmas is celebrated around the world.  We had the opportunity 
to hear meteorologist Nick Grunseth from WQOW speak about 
being an expert.  He was very interesting and did some very cool 
experiments.  

We ended the wonderful month of December with a movie PJ party 
where the students picked what movie they wanted to see and 
went to different classrooms.  They had popcorn and had an 
absolute blast.  They also participated in a Winter holiday party in 
their classroom.  It’s been a joy seeing them all so excited for the 
various holidays and break!

Overall we have had a wonderful December!  We wish everyone 
Happy Holidays and a happy break!

The Third Grade Team
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