
Upcoming Dates
Mar. 8 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Mar. 10 PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 19 Kindergarten Specials Night 

6-7 p.m.
Mar. 23-27   No School–Spring Break 

Altoona Elementary School

Newsletter

March 2020

Sunday
March 8th

Dear Altoona Elementary 
Families,

Thank you for attending 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences. We value this 
time with you to promote 
open communication and 
collaboration between you 
and our school. Family-
school partnerships are 
extremely important in 
promoting students’ learning 
and development. By working 
together, we can make sure 
your child’s academic, social, 
and emotional needs are 
being met.

We are looking forward to 
finishing this school year 
strong. Altoona students and 
staff are the best!

Tara Betlach
Altoona Elementary Principal

Happiness 
Is contagious!



4K News!

We want to take a moment to thank you all for attending parent 
teacher conferences, and making your child’s education a 
priority. We enjoy taking the time to meet with you, discuss your 
child’s strengths and successes that we see in the classroom, and 
things we can do to prepare them for Kindergarten and beyond!

Our 4K report cards were sent home and discussed at 
conferences, however, we wanted to take the time to mention 
that these skills we work on the entire school year, and expect 
that our students are meeting these skills, or exceeding them by 
the time they leave 4K. Thank you for all you do as parents to 
help meet the needs of your child!

We’ve been spending as much time outside as we can, enjoying the 
warmer winter we’ve had, building our gross motor skills, and 
getting some energy out. Some of our classrooms had fun 
painting the snow!

We wrapped up our Pets unit with a trip to the Pet Store! Some 
of our 4K classrooms traveled over to PetSmart for a field trip. 
We learned about natural habitats for animals, created an Animal 
Hospital in the dramatic play area, and compared and sorted what 
pets could live with us, versus wild animals.

Thank you for all you do! 

Laura Trachsel
4K Coordinator



Highlights 
from

Kindergarten

The Kindergarten students 
had a blast celebrating 
the much anticipated 
100th Day of School. This 
day is a celebration of 
the 100 days of learning 
that has occurred this 
school year. We are so 
proud of our 
kindergarteners!

During our ELA block, we 
have been exploring a 
variety of classic fiction 
books. The kids have been 
learning about various story 
elements. We’ve also been 
comparing and contrasting 
the stories and making 
connections between 
characters and experiences. 



News 
from 

1st

Grade

Our First Graders have been busy reading different adventure stories! One 
of the students’ favorites was Olivia Goes to Venice. The First Graders 
enjoyed a little “gelato” to go with the book! 

In math our First Graders have been playing a variety of games and 
solving problems with missing addends. We have also been working on using 
different strategies for adding 3 or more numbers together. 

In writing our students are excited to publish a class book! Each student 
will write and illustrate a page giving clues about themselves. The class is 
excited to read the published book and try to guess which classmate 
matches each page!

Students have not only been working hard, but having a lot of fun! 
Between the 100th Day, Valentine’s Day and Dr. Seuss week we have had a 
lot to celebrate! 



In math second graders have been busy collecting and organizing 
data. They collected data on the amount of teeth lost by 
students in certain classes. Also, they displayed data about the 
amount of books classes read in a week. In addition, students 
asked their own questions and gathered data from their 
classmates. Some of their questions were: How many dogs do 
you have? Would you rather play Sorry or Uno? Would you 
rather have a cat or a dog? How many people are in your 
family? If you could be an animal which would you be? Kangaroo, 
eagle, dog, lion or dolphin? After collecting data, students 
organized it in bar graphs and line plots. Then they had to tell 
things that they noticed from the data. Here are some key 
vocabulary words that students learned: range-the distance of 
our data (where it begins and ends), mode-the most common 
number of our data, outlier-a data point that is far away from 
the rest of the data. Check out some of the data and graphs 
that students used.

2nd Grade News



Third graders have started working on finding the central messages 
of folktales. First, the students practiced finding the central message 
on a few different fairytales and fables. Then the students had to 
pick their very own folktale and write the central message. After 
finding the central message, the students supported that with text 
evidence. We are now moving on towards learning about myths and 
finding the central message within those texts. We will also critique 
myths and complete story maps.

During our Science unit, the students 
got to answer the question: Can 
selection happen without people? 
They did this by participating in an 
activity called “Adopt a Lizard”. Each 
student adopted a lizard that was 
either an excellent, good, or not-so-
good climber. More of the excellent 
climbers survived in the activity 
which then led to more excellent 
climbing babies. The students had 
fun seeing which of their classmates 
were going to “survive”!

News from Third Grade



AFTER SCHOOL 
CLUB FUN

100TH DAY 
OF 

SCHOOL!

Recess Fun

First Graders brought in donations 
for the Animal Shelter

We        AES!



The R.A.I.L. program is offered by the Altoona School District for incoming 
Kindergarten through 8th grade students.  Children that live within the Altoona 
School District’s limits, or are currently open enrolled, are eligible to 
participate.  

We have a RAIL K-4 program held at Altoona Elementary and a RAIL 5-8 
program held at Altoona Middle School. 

RAIL K-4 and RAIL 5-8 will run two sessions, Session 1, June 15-June 25 and 
Session 2, July 6-July 23, Monday through Thursday from 8:30-1:00 p.m.  *Please 
note that this year’s program runs Monday through Thursday.

There is no charge for Altoona School District students to attend RAIL however, 
donations for class supplies are accepted and appreciated. Checks can be 
made out to the Altoona School District and dropped off at the Altoona 
Elementary office. 

Class offerings, descriptions and registration directions will be available on the 
Altoona School District website beginning April 6th for RAILK-4 and April 7th for 
RAIL5-8. The registration deadline for session 1 is Friday, May 29th (or when 
classes are full). The deadline for session 2 is Thursday, June 18th.

REGISTER EARLY! CLASSES FILL UP QUICKLY!

We reserve the right to change course offerings, teachers, or cancel the 
program based on enrollment.  

Grade is based on the upcoming school year. 
Age requirements are set to benefit the children and make instruction 

appropriate.  
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