
Connections Corner

Important Dates

Nov. 9   Veteran’s Day Program 8 a.m.

Mom & Dad Luncheon Day

Nov. 13  PTO Math Today Presentation 

at 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 15  Fundraiser Pick Up Day 3-6 p.m.

Nov. 19-23  No School

-Thanksgiving Break-

Daylight
Savings Time 
ends Sunday

Nov. 4! 
Remember to 

turn your 
clocks back 1 

hour!

School starts at 

7:40 a.m.!

Please be on time!!

Principal’s Message:
Dear Altoona Families,

Thank you for attending Parent/Teacher
Conferences. We had a wonderful turnout!
Nearly all of our families were able to attend.
The AES staff hope you find these conferences
as beneficial as we do. It is a wonderful
opportunity to meet your child’s teacher, and
discuss your child’s specific strengths and
areas of need. If there is anything we can
improve on to make conferences more
beneficial, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Daylight Saving Time is just around the
corner. Along with the time change, sporadic
temperatures are here as well. Please send
appropriate outdoor attire (jacket, gloves, hat,
etc.) for your child every day. Children will be
outside unless it is raining or the
temperatures drop below zero degrees.

We believe that family time and play time is
critical to the success of our students. Because
of this, we have a no homework policy. While
we do not send homework, we do ask that you
have your child read every day at home. Please
have your child read at home at least 20
minutes each day. This can be you reading to
your child, your child reading to you, or a
combination of both. Thank you for your
support in the development of your child’s
literacy skills!

Sincerely,

Tara Betlach
Elementary Principal



4 YR. OLD 

KINDERGARTEN

Hello Families! I want to thank you for your time and commitment 

this fall with filling out paperwork, meeting with teachers, and 

attending parent/teacher conferences. Our teachers have been 

busy setting classroom routines, modeling expectations for our 

young learners, and building relationships with your children.

Teaching routines is important for children both at home and at 

school. We spend a lot of time the first few months of school 

establishing our classroom routines. This helps children learn self-

control, reduces power struggles, guides behavior and safety, 

supports social skills, and helps children cope with transitions. It 

helps to make them feel safe and secure in what to expect next. 

What types of routines do you have established at home? Setting 

routines and expectations will make your life easier as a parent.

We are busy getting to know your child's strengths and areas of 

support! We will be observing them closely the next couple of 

months so that we can gather our first round of observational 

checkpoints. We use the Creative Curriculum Teaching Strategies 

Gold tool to observe all children. This is a developmentally 

appropriate tool that displays a range of "appropriate 

development" for your child based on their age range (4-5 year 

old). As we gather this data, we continue to learn and assess 

through play! If you have questions, please feel free to contact me 

or your child’s teacher at any time. 

Laura Trachsel
4K Coordinator



KINDERGARTEN

NEWS

Fall Fun!!

October is ‘Fire Safety Month’ and kindergartners 

have been learning about fire safety through 

read aloud stories, songs, art projects and 

dramatic play.

Miss Norberg’s class had fun pretending to be 

firefighters in their classroom fire station. They 

learned that fire fighters need to keep their 

protective gear organized so they can get ready 

quickly when there is a fire! There was also a lot 

of writing happening as they answered the ”911 

calls” and wrote down where the fire truck 

needed to go!

We will get a visit from the Altoona Fire 

Department later in the spring but for now we 

know a few of the basic rules of fire safety and 

have had two fire drills at school. We know what 

to do when we hear a fire alarm at school. Make 

sure your family is prepared by taking the time to 

practice a fire drill at your home. 



1ST GRADE

NEWS

First graders just finished up their second reading/language 
arts unit. In this unit, students listened, read, asked questions, 
and responded to a variety of texts with a focus on Eric Carle 
books.  Eric Carle is a well-known children’s book author and 
illustrator that is most known for his book “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar.”

During this unit, students focused on recalling key details from 
stories, from the beginning, middle, and end.  At the end of the 
unit, students did an Eric Carle project, where they were an 
author and illustrator as well.  They made an animal picture using 
collage paper and they wrote about their animal.  This was such a 
colorful and fun way to bring the unit to an end!



2ND GRADE NEWS 
Have you ever seen a butterfly emerge from its chrysalis? Have you ever 
wondered about its life cycle? Well second graders had the opportunity to 
closely observe caterpillars. They watched as the young larva ate, grew, 
and shed. Then they observed the caterpillars form into chrysalises. 
Students waited with anticipation for the butterflies to emerge. They 
were not disappointed! Each second grade class released the butterflies 
hoping that each one would lay eggs and begin the life cycle of a butterfly 
again.
In addition, we are closely observing mealworms and are anticipating their 
changing into darkling beetles. Check out some of our pictures.



3RD GRADE NEWS

We are celebrating the end of our 

reading about character traits and how 

characters change over time by having a 

themed Winn-Dixie Party like in the 

book! We also get to watch the movie! It 

is going to be so much fun!!!

Third grade wrapped up our Science Unit at 

Ferguson's Apple Orchard. We had 

beautiful fall weather and enjoyed our 

experience! 

We are wrapping up our personal 

narrative writing unit with using the 

writing process to help us publish. 

These stories are about special 

moments from our lives and we 

cannot wait to share them with others. 

In Math we are working on a graphing 

and interpreting data. It is a very fun 

hands on and creative unit. We are also 

working hard at achieving our goals in 

First in Math. We are gaining 

confidence and gaining knowledge all 

at the same time!





Music Melodies

Kindergarteners and First Graders are working hard at being tuneful, beatful, and 

artful. Tuneful: I can sing in-tune. Beatful: I can keep a beat. Artful: I can show musical 

expression. Have you seen the "Ask Me" sheets come home? Please encourage your child 

to share the songs on the cards with you. If you keep them you will have a whole songbook 

by the end of the year!

Second Graders are reviewing the quarter note (du) and 2-eighth note (du-de) rhythm 

reading that they learned last year. This month we will start reading melodies using Do, Re, 

and Mi!

Third Graders are reviewing reading, singing, writing, and playing melodies with Do, Re, 

and Mi. Soon we will be adding a new note to music street! We are also preparing the 

verses to This Land is Your Land for the school Veteran's Day assembly. Thank you to all 

who serve(d) our country!

Music dates for the year:
2nd Folk Dance Night: Jan. 17th 6pm

K Specials Night: March 21, 6pm

1st and 3rd programs: April 25th, 12:30pm (1st 

grade) and 2:00pm (3rd Grade)

Want to stay up to date with what is happening in the 

music room?

Follow me on twitter to see weekly pictures and 

videos. @music_aes



***REMINDERS***

Thank you PARENTS for signing in at the office and getting a 

VISITOR badge when you are walking your child into school.  

Together, we are keeping our school safe!

If your child has a medical appointment, please be sure to get an 
appointment note to be turned into the School Office.  With this proof 
of appointment, that day will not count towards your child’s 10 absences 
that they are allowed for the school year.

Elementary PTO presents:

Math Today Presentation

by 3rd grade teacher Stacey Stangel

Nov. 13th at 6:00 p.m.

Come learn ways to help your child understand math better!
FREE PIZZA & CHILDCARE PROVIDED!

Short PTO meeting to follow if time allows.

The fall Box Tops contest has come to a close. We had a very successful 2 months 
and raised just over $1,000. Thanks to all the teachers, parents, and students for 
making it such a success. The winners are: Ms. Flackey- K, Ms. Stephens-1st, Ms. 
Faraca- 2nd and Ms. David-3rd. Watch the next newsletter for pictures of the 
winning classes on prize day.

Did you know there is a Box Tops App for iphones and Androids. It’s very easy to 
download and use. Then, Buy, Scan, and watch your earnings stack up. Sometimes 
there are Bonuses for 50 and even 100 extra Box Tops (especially when school 
starts) to stack on top of the ones on the packaging. Please check it out, and if you 
earn them, please print out and submit for your child’s class to get credit for the 
contests. The next contest will start right after the first of the year.
Ms. Scullion; Box Tops Coordinator




