
 

 

January 2022 Newsletter 

From the Principal, Andrea Steffen: 

This fall our students took a screener with questions regarding their 

feelings about school and how they were doing emotionally, as noted 

in December’s newsletter. Students indicated that our greatest 

strength is having a safe place where they feel a sense of belonging. 

The area they noted they needed more help with is emotional regula-

tion. Therefore, all students are learning strategies to deal with big 

feelings such as disappointment, anger, etc. Please ask your child 

about these lessons. We use Second Steps curriculum to teach this. 

December’s behavior goal was met and the students celebrated their 

progress in being able to emotionally regulate with a fun pencil and 

holiday celebrations! 

This month we are continuing to learn these strategies and reviewing 

our behavior expectations for school. Our new goal has been set and if 

students meet it there is a HUGE celebration being planned! Check 

out the following pages, noting what our children are also learning in 

the classroom. There is also a resource on cyberbullying that is being 

shared with you.  

Happy New Year! 



Opinions and Debates 

By: Adalynn, Emerson and Mollie 
 

In Fourth Grade we are learning about opinions and debates. We 
are reading articles, highlighting important parts in these articles, and 
putting them into notes on a graphic organizer on Google Docs. Using 
the notes, we make them into sentences and put it all together to make 
clear, beautiful paragraphs! We are also learning how to use transition 
words to make clear sentences. Furthermore, we are finding text evi-
dence to support our reasons why. For example, one of the articles we 
read was called “Should Students have Homework?” So we all went 
through the text and highlighted all the information for the yes or no 
category.  Something  we have is a packet called opinions and debates. 
We have only learned about opinions, and soon we will learn about de-
bates. After we have finished the paragraph we edit so it looks like a 
sophisticated 4th grader wrote it. 
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Come on This Awesome 
Math Adventure! 

 By Bria, Sienna, and Lilianna 

 
In math 4th graders are 

learning about polygons. A poly-
gon is a shape that cannot be 
overlapped and it can’t be round. 
It can't have a gap otherwise it's 
not a polygon. It has to be 2D. If 
it’s 3D it’s not a polygon. Our 
tools that we use are called Pow-
er Polygons. They’re plastic 
shapes of polygons.   

We are learning about 
measurement too. We are work-
ing with yards, feet, inches, centi-
meters, millimeters, meters. 
There are 12 inches in one foot, 

36 inches in one yard, and 
1,000 millimeters in one me-
ter.   
 

What 4th Graders are 

Doing in Science  

By Gabe, Owen, Carson 

                             
Hello parents! Here's what your kids have 
been learning in Science. 
This unit is called Waves of Sound. First, 
they saw a video of a person who was play-
ing a song. The song vibrated a metal plate 
and made this sugar stuff bounce and make 
patterns. Next there was a speaker with a 
dish of water and it would vibrate and the wa-
ter would shake. Then there was a tube of 
water and when he played, the water would 
change to look like a water spring. Finally 
there was the rubens tube that had a few 
small flames on it. Whenever he played the 
music, the fire bounced up and down. The 
students had fun watching this video.  
Next they made a model of the first phone 
ever invented, the cup phone. They were 
learning about sound and how far sound can 
travel. The students worked with partners 
and had fun doing this. They experimented 
when they finished the cups with their part-
ner. One partner was “Voice” and the other 
partner was “Ears”. The voice was on one 
side of the room and the ear was on the oth-
er. “Ear” had the cup to their ear and the 
“Voice” would say a number. The ear would 
hold up the number that they heard on their 
hands. This experiment helped them learn 
about how sound travels. 
 



In ELA we are learning about 
immigration. Mainly we are learn-
ing about Ellis Island.  We have 
book clubs where we travel to 
other classrooms and read differ-
ent books. We took a virtual and 
interactive tour of Ellis Island. We 
are about to do a simulation of 
Ellis Island at our school. We 
have been reading about the pro-
cess and how hard it was to get into America.  We did an 
online choose your adventure to get through Ellis island. 

By Garrett Gunderson 
 

’ Principal’s Coupon Winners 



In math we are working on division and learning many 

different strategies. We are having lots of fun with division. 
The strategy that we are mostly using is the big seven meth-
od, but we are trying to go above and beyond with the meth-
od called long division. We are creating story problems of 
four digit numbers divided by two digit numbers. We also 
were working on the US 
standard algorithm of multi-
plication. By Kooper Brock  

AIS has been celebrating the 12 days 
of Christmas with some fun dress-up 
days. Mr. Henrich’s class really got 

into “crazy sock” day! 
 






