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Altoona School District Report Card Celebrated! 

School and District Report Card scores were released statewide today. As part of 

the state accountability system, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) produc-

es report cards for every publicly funded school and district in Wisconsin. These 

Accountability Report Cards include data on multiple indicators for multiple years 

across four Priority Areas (Student Achievement, Growth, Closing Gaps, and On-

track and Post-secondary Success). In addition, given the impact on student suc-

cess, the Accountability Report Cards also measure chronic absenteeism and drop-

out rates. A school or district's Overall Accountability Score places the school/

district into one of five Overall Accountability Ratings: 

 

 

 

Our District and Schools score are worth celebrating!  
 
Among the CESA 10 schools (30 school districts in our region), our District Score of 
81.4 ranks third out of the 30 districts! 
 
With a 83.1 ranking, Altoona Intermediate School earned a Significantly Exceeds 
Expectations. What an accomplishment!!!  We have much to celebrate.  I am so 
proud of our students, our staff, and our school!  
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  An upcoming 
event that I want to mention, and would love to pack the auditori-
um for, is our AIS School Play on December 6 at 6:00 pm in the 
High School.  There is also a bake sale at the event.  Check out our 
awesome Halloween pictures, the student articles and what your 
child will be learning in the upcoming month. 
 
 
Andrea Steffen, Inter-
mediate School Principal 

Andrea Steffen               

Principal 

Significantly Exceeds Expectations    83 -100 

Exceeds Expectations 73 - 82.9 

Meets Expectations 63 - 72.9 

Meets Few Expectations 53 - 62.9 

Fails to Meet Expectations 0 - 52.9 



Halloween Fun! 



 



THIS MONTH AT A.I.S. 

4th Grade Social Sciences 
In Social Sciences this month students will continue with their study of “Energizing Everything.”  They will 
continue to explore and reflect on how energy makes things go. Ideas to support your child’s learning: 

 Talk to your child about what they are learning during science.  Focus on things that “go” and why 
they do 

 

5th Grade Social Sciences 
In Social Sciences block 5th grade will be  continuing covering Mystery Science, Spaceship Earth. This 
astronomy unit helps students develop a new perspective on the world they’re standing on.  

4th Grade Math 
In math this month, students will be finishing up the unit on multiplication and division.  Students will con-
tinue to develop strategies for breaking apart large multiplication problems in order to use number rela-
tionships that they know, including multiplying by a multiple of 10.  The first week of December students 
will begin a unit on measuring and classifying shapes. This will include linear measurement, sorting/
classifying polygons, measuring angles and understanding symmetry/area. Ideas to support your child’s 
learning: 

 Practice measuring objects with your child.  Talk about measurement tools and units of measure-
ment 

 Discuss the attributes of polygons (straight sides that intersect only at the endpoints or vertices) 

 Practice using a protractor to measure angles 

 Practice finding the perimeter and area of a rectangle 

 Have your child continue to practice math facts. 

 If you have access to the internet, your child can login to www.firstinmath.com to practice basic 
math skills (remind your child that their username/password is the same as their chromebook 
username/password at school). 

Have your child login to www.pearsonrealize.com to play online Math games from the Investigations 
Curiculum  

 

5th Grade Math 
This unit focuses on deepening and extending students’ understanding of fractions and equivalent frac-
tions and representing fractions using an area model (rectangles), a rotation model (a clock), and a linear 
model (number lines). They use these understandings to add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers. 

 Have your child continue to practice math facts. 

 If you have access to the internet, your child can login to www.firstinmath.com to practice basic 
math skills (remind your child that their username/password is the same as their chromebook 
username/password at school). 

 Have your child login to www.pearsonrealize.com to play online Math games from the Investiga-
tions Curriculum 

 

http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.pearsonrealize.com
http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.pearsonrealize.com


4th Grade ELA 
In ELA this month, students will focus on close reading strategies (and reading for different purposes, 
such as comparing) using myths as complex texts.  Students will also be creating mythology trading cards 
that will be used for a compare/contrast activity. Multiple myths (across cultures) will be read during these 
upcoming weeks.  To summarize their understanding of myths, students will be answering a variety of 
question types (Summary, Think and Search, Right There, Author and You, and On My Own questions). 
Ideas to support your child’s learning: 

 Use close reading strategies while reading with your child (Reread a text multiple times for differ-
ent purposes such as identifying the setting and characters after the first read; identify the plot after 
the second read; and tune into key vocabulary and ideas after the third read) 

 Read different myths with your child (such as Pandora’s Box or Echo and Narcissus) and discuss 

 Have your child compare and contrast two different texts using a Venn Diagram 

 Continue to have your child read 20 minutes each night 

 If you have access to the internet, your child can login to Altoona IXL to complete lessons on punc-
tuation, grammar, etc. 
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The Act of Kindness in Room 2055 
By Brooke & Iykiem 

Alora was helping a friend who had rolled her ankle.                                                             
Blake was helping a friend who fell.                                                                                                 
Treat others the way you want to be treated.                                                                            
Katy gave a book to Kenny outside on the playground.                                                                                         
Maddy asked a friend to play with her because she saw she was alone.                                                                 
Always be nice to each other.                                                                                                                                     
Nevaeh gave a fidget to Kenny to be nice.                                                                                                                     
Holding the doors for the classes to come inside from the playground.                                                                    
Nevaeh held Lulu’s blue cushion when Lulu broke her tailbone.  

Be honest and always tell the truth.  Do not be mean.  Be a good friend. 

Mrs. Smith   

By Katelynn H     

….. Who is Mrs. Smith really?   
She is a very helpful 4th grade teacher at AIS, and when it comes to Math, she is the teacher 

to go to.  Her favorite teaching technique would have to be workshop models and her students must agree 
because that is their favorite way to learn.  Mrs. Smith was inspired to become a 
teacher from her parents who were also teachers. She likes working with kids and 
watching them grow and learn.  Mrs. Smith's happiest memories are watching kids 
understand something. She also has a few funny memories to share, like the one 
when a student thought he lost his socks but actually he just forgot to put any on 
that morning.  Mrs. Smith really enjoys teaching her kids and is always on the look-
out for new things for her classroom like fun chairs, expo markers, binders, decks 
of cards and a dust broom. It seems like a crazy combination of things for a list but 
I know there’s a lot of fun in store with a list like that.   Mrs. Smith has the best ad-
vice for her students, like Be Kind and Be You. If you don’t already know Mrs. 
Smith, I hope you have an opportunity to meet her, she’s a pretty cool teacher. 

PBIS Weekly Winners   

Food Allergies 

Students with allergies face many day-to-day challenges which, in the school environment, may cause concern for 
their safety, their ability to learn, and their social and emotional well-being.  The School District of Altoona is com-
mitted to creating a safe environment to protect the health of students with severe allergies.   The risk of exposure 
to allergens for a student is reduced when the school staff, parent/guardian and community members work togeth-
er to develop a safe place for these students. 

Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that can involve several body systems, lead to death if untreated and is a growing public 
health problem. Anaphylaxis is deadly to children as well as adults.  It is estimated that 100 to 200 hundred people die each year from 
allergy-related reactions, and approximately 50 people die from insect sting reactions. 

The goal of the School District of Altoona anaphylaxis guidelines are to create an allergy aware environment. The man-
agement of students at risk of life-threatening allergies is a shared responsibility among the individual, parents, the 
school system and health care providers. 

We have chosen to follow these guidelines: http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/allergy/FARE.NSBA.SchoolGuidelines.pdf 

Stay Healthy,  Anita Schubring RN    School District of Altoona Nurse 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/allergy/FARE.NSBA.SchoolGuidelines.pdf


Page 4 

Box Tops Fall Contest Winners: Ms. Baker in 5th 
grade and Mrs. Drescher in 4th grade. 

I’m already gearing up for the winter contest that will start right after the first of the year.  You may 
continually turn them in and as long as you have your child’s teacher’s 
name on them, I will count them towards the next contest.  Don’t forget to 

turn in those Tyson Project A+ labels (worth 24¢ each), Loaves for Learn-
ing UPCs, and Kwik Trip Milk Moola caps and bag strips .  I recently 
shipped  6,740 caps and strips for a total of $337.00. It all adds up!!  Have 
you checked out the Box Tops app yet?  Download, shop, and submit for 
Bonus opportunities.  Happy collecting and thank you to all.  Monica  



    NOTE:  Upcoming 2018 Dates:                    

Monday, December 24th - Tuesday, January 1st - Winter Break                                    

Wednesday, January 2nd - Back to School!                                                                                 

Friday, January 25th - No School/Staff In Service                                                                   

Tuesday, February 19th - P/T Conferences 4 –7:30pm                                                          

Thursday, February 21st Early Release @ 12:35 & P/T Conferences 1:45-7:30pm                        

Friday, February 22nd - No School                                                                               

2nd Trimester 

Begins 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
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9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

December 2018 

Winter Break       No School 

3:35-5pm 

Play Practice 

6pm AIS Play & 

Bake Sale               

AHS Auditorium 

3:35-5:30pm 

Play Practice 

Board 

Meeting  

Winter Break   No School 

12:35 Early 

Release 


